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GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS!

Disaster Down South
Hurricane Katrina's Victims Need Help

By Liz Vanun

Two weeks ago, an incredibly
powerful storm hit the South. The
storm is called Hurricane Katrina.
Katrina began as a tropical storm.
It first formed over the sea on
August 23rd. It got stronger and
its winds got faster. Its winds
were faster than 150 miles an
hour!

Before the storm hit, officials
warned people to leave the cities
in which they lived. It would be
too dangerous for people to stay
at home. Hundreds of thousands
of people left their homes. Tens
of thousands of people did not.

Then, on Monday, August 29th,
Katrina struck. It landed on the
coast of Louisiana, near New
Orleans. Its winds tore down

trees, homes, and power lines.
Its rains caused a great deal of

The city of New Orleans was hit the hardest. New Orleans
has the Mississippi River on one side. It has a big lake on
the other side. Years ago, special levees were built around
the city to prevent the lake from flooding the city. Hurricane
Katrina broke the walls. Water from the lake poured into
the city. Soon, almost all of New Orleans was flooded.

No Food, Water or Electricity

The water kept rising for three days. People who stayed
behind were trapped. When the water filled their homes,
they climbed into their attics or onto their roofs. They had
no food and no water. There was no electricity in New
Orleans.

The army sent helicopters to rescue the people. Later,
boats were sent to take people out. "We have rescued
thousands of people," the mayor said.

Engineers from the army worked to fix the walls around
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Cleaning up a school after the hurricane.
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flooding. The coast of nearby Mississippi was hit, too.
Towns were washed away by huge waves from the sea.
Thousands of people died in the storm.

President Bush visited the South twice. He
looked at the ruined cities and towns. He
visited the victims in the shelters and spoke :
to them. He said the government would :
keep helping them. It will send them more
food and money. It will rebuild their cities !

huge bags filled with sand on the
damaged

6th, the walls were fixed. Then,

soldiers found bodies of people

back electrical power in the city.

More soldiers arrived to help

people leave the city. The mayor | impure

ordered everyone to evacuate. :

The city was very unhealthy ! victims>
because of all the dirt and : people who are

hurt

polluted water. There was
nothing left to stay for.

Helping the Victims

Now, hundreds of thousands of :
people are stuck. They are living :
together in shelters. They have
no food, no clothing, and no money. They Agentle breeze
have no homes to go back to. Some people
do not know where their families are. The :
government is trying to help them. It is :
sending food, water, and medicine. Ten
thousand sick people were flown to :
hospitals. More help is still on the way. :
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New Orleans. They dumped : walls that hold
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sandbags weighed 30,000 : engineers>
pounds. On Tuesday, September | people who

i understand how
workers began pumping water : to build roads,
out of the city. Slowly, the water

level went down. As they worked, : design machines

i and engines
who had died in the storm. The :
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Did You
Know?

in the spring
measures
about 8-12
miles an hour,
while a strong

fall wind
measures
about 25-31

miles an hour.
Hurricane
Katrina’s winds
measured 150
miles an hour!
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What Are Hurricanes?
Hurricanes are powerful
storms that begin to form
at sea in the tropical region.
Winds from two opposite
directions come together
with a crash. They form a
circle and whip around the
center. The center is called
the “eye.” The winds gain
speed and power as long
as they stay over warm
ocean waters. When they
reach colder waters or land,
they weaken. Hurricanes
that blow over land can
cause tremendous damage
to buildings, cars, trees,
and people.

Integer consectetuer
nunc

ac erat. Donec odio pede,
gravida ac, pulvinar eget,
blandit quis, sem. Nulla
facilisi. Morbi nec turpis.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit.
Nulla laoreet lobortis
magna.

Maecenas id enim sodales
neque lobortis bibendum.
Donec a ligula a nibh
elementum ornare. Nam
interdum. Donec nec leo
vitae nunc consectetuer
ultricies. Nullam convallis
malesuada quam. Ut non
massa. Duis sit amet turpis
eu arcu ullamcorper
hendrerit. Aliquam eget leo.
Phasellus egestas, lectus
sit amet bibendum laoreet,
augue libero mattis sapien,
nec elementum lacus orci
a dui. Suspendisse
dignissim fermentum justo.
Pellentesque eget erat sit
amet risus ultricies
vulputate. Nulla quis orci.
Duis rhoncus tortor non
lacus. Proin tellus nibh,
facilisis eget, placerat eget,
commodo varius, massa.

Vivamus neque orci,
posuere ac, euismod et,
egestas et, libero. Duis elit
sapien, condimentum vitae,
consequat et, cursus id,
sem. Vivamus posuere
nulla sed nisl. Sed dapibus.
Integer lobortis, arcu ut
auctor ullamcorper, mi
magna tempor sem, vitae
suscipit ante felis in justo.
Quisque congue dapibus
urna. Sed feugiat laoreet
arcu. Morbi quis magna nec

: and homes.

Some people are angry at the government. They
i say that the government worked too slowly. It

took too much time to
get help to the victims.
"A lot of people are
playing the blame
game," said President
Bush. He said he will
look into why the help
| took so long to come.
However, helping the
victims comes first.

President Bush asked
Americans to send
money to help the
1 victims. He also asked
| them to

open their homes for
the victims. Many
Americans listened to
the President. They

A car which was damaged
by Hurricane Katrina.
(Getty Images)

: are sending lots of money.

Others are inviting the victims to live with them.
i They are treating the victims kindly.

i Nearby states have taken in many of the victims.
: Almost 250,000 victims of the storm are in Texas.
: The governor of Texas said there is no room for
i more victims. Other states said they will help.
i Now, buses are driving for hours to bring victims
: to other states. Some schools are accepting
: children from Louisiana. They want the children
: to keep learning, even when they have no home.

continued from page 1

Many victims are waiting to go back home.
Officials say they may have to wait nine months
before they can return. The victims want to rebuild
their homes. Others say they are happy where
they are. They will rebuild their lives in other
states.

Children Help Children

Jackie Kantor, 14, and little sisters Melissa, 11,
and Jenna, 8, live in Maryland. The sisters wanted
to help the children who are suffering because
of Hurricane Katrina. Jackie came up with the
idea of sending backpacks to these children. "It's
really going to make them feel like they have
something of their own when they have lost
everything," Jackie said in an interview with NPR.

The children began collecting backpacks. They
sent out messages telling people how to help.
The principal of a nearby school agreed to allow
the girls to store the backpacks in his school. By
Wednesday, September 7th, the girls had
gathered 5,000 backpacks! The backpacks were
filled with toys, notebooks, and pencils. And most
important, the bags were filled with love and
kindness.

REVIEW QUESTIONS:

1. How do tropical storms begin?

2. How many days did Katrina grow before
it struck Louisiana?

3. What did President Bush mean when
he said, “A lot of people are playing the
blame game”?

Integer Consectetuer Nunc
Ac erat. Donec odio pede, gravida ac, pulvinar.

Eget, blandit quis, sem. Nulla facilisi. Morbi nec
turpis. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit. Nulla laoreet lobortis magna.

Maecenas id enim sodales neque lobortis
bibendum. Donec a ligula a nibh elementum
ornare. Nam interdum. Donec nec leo vitae
nunc consectetuer ultricies. Nullam convallis
malesuada quam. Ut non massa. Duis sit amet
turpis eu arcu ullamcorper hendrerit. Aliquam
eget leo. Phasellus egestas, lectus sit amet
bibendum laoreet, augue libero mattis sapien,
nec elementum lacus orci a dui. Suspendisse
dignissim fermentum justo. Pellentesque eget
erat sit amet risus ultricies vulputate. Nulla quis
orci. Duis rhoncus tortor non lacus. Proin tellus
nibh, facilisis eget, placerat eget, commodo
varius, massa.

Vivamus neque orci, posuere ac, euismod et,
egestas et, libero. Duis elit sapien, condimentum
vitae, consequat et, cursus id, sem. Vivamus
posuere nulla sed nisl. Sed dapibus. Integer
lobortis, arcu ut auctor ullamcorper, mi magna
tempor sem, vitae suscipit ante felis in justo.
Quisque congue dapibus urna. Sed feugiat
laoreet arcu. Morbi quis magna nec velit ultrices
ornare. Morbi laoreet purus nec risus. Morbi nisi

dui, viverra et, ultricies eget, rhoncus quis,
magna. Nulla facilisi.

Donec nulla augue, tristique at, faucibus sed,
consectetuer ut, nisl. Pellentesque neque. Cras
non orci quis mauris congue malesuada. Nullam
metus. Donec ligula quam, ultrices at, pretium
quis, bibendum vel, erat. Phasellus hendrerit,
ipsum sed pellentesque rhoncus, elit lorem
blandit quam, quis posuere justo urna et arcu.
Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent
per conubia nostra, per inceptos hymenaeos.
Ut aliquam tincidunt odio. Class aptent taciti
sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra,
per inceptos hymenaeos. Morbi odio. Class
aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per
conubia nostra, per inceptos hymenaeos.
Maecenas consectetuer vehicula felis.

Nullam metus. Proin tempor odio eget ligula.
Vivamus fermentum. Curabitur vitae lectus. Cras
nonummy pede nec nulla. Praesent vehicula,
sem a rutrum molestie, mauris ante sollicitudin
dolor, commodo vulputate quam tellus vel purus.
Sed et odio sed quam condimentum faucibus.
Ut quis mauris ac dolor molestie posuere.
Pellentesque mattis ipsum non nunc. Nulla
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facilisi.



